i:6             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
But the Turks set an ambuscade                                           4,070
Beside the Doc bridge to waylay
Us, since we had to pass that way.
They strive to wreck the bridge, but ere
They break it down, our men appear j
But it was manned and guarded, so
That the pilgrims were hard put to know
How they could force their way or pass
Through such a strong embattled mass.
Geoffrey de Lusignan took lead
And, having mounted a fresh steed,                                   4,080
With five good knights as company
Charged down upon the enemy
So fiercely that he overbore
Full thirty of the foe or more
Into the stream, where they were drowned,
Though close their friends were massed around.
With such force did they cleave and hew
That they were able to cut through
And come without more accident
Back to the siege in great content.                                        4,090
FAMINE   IN THE  CAMP
Now came the end of the fair season.
When few, of great or little reason,
Came overseas to join the host 5
And yet a few of them still crossed.
And as their number grew supply
Of food diminished constantly.
And as the time passed less and less
There was of food, and the distress
Increased. Then at last they had none,
Save when ships brought provision.                                      4,100
The rich still had sufficient store,
But direst want assailed the poor,
Who made complaint and cried out much
At being gripped in famine's clutch.